
Trailer Maintenance Schedule
Don't neglect your trailer. Follow our recommended maintenance schedule,
below, to help ensure that your trailer is safe and ready to go when you are.
 

 
Recommended Trailer Maintenance Schedule

Item Inspection Required Each
Trip

3 Mo.
or

3,000
Mi.

6 Mo.
or

6,000
Mi.

12 Mo.
or

12,000
Mi.

Replacement
Parts

Helpful Videos

Tires Check tire pressure and tread
wear

Tires

Lights Check for proper light
functions

Trailer
Lights

Trailer light kit
install and test

Breakaway
switch

Pull pin and test for proper
function

Breakaway
kits Breakaway

install kit and
testBreakaway

battery
Check battery charge level Breakaway

batteries

Trailer
brakes

Test braking function and
performance

Trailer
brakes

Lug nuts 
(wheel
bolts)

Tighten to speci�ed torque
value

Lug nuts
and wheel

bolts

How to torque
trailer lug nuts

Brake
adjustment

Test for proper drag (light
drag) and adjust as needed Brake parts

Wheels Check for cracks or dents Wheels How to inspect
a trailer wheel

Hub and
drum

assemblies
Check for scoring or wear

Hubs and
drums

Hub and drum
inspection

Wheel
bearings

Repack bearings and check
for damage or wear

Bearings
and races

How to repack
bearings

Seals Check for damage or leaks Seals

Brake
assemblies

Check internal parts for wear,
leaks, or damage

Brake
assemblies

Brake
magnets

Check for wear and replace if
surface is grooved or copper

windings are exposed

Brake
magnets

Replacing a
brake magnet

Hydraulic
brakes

Bleed brakes and change
brake �uid

Brake
bleeders

Brake bleeding

Springs Check for broken or �attened
springs

Leaf springs Slipper spring
and double-
eye spring

replacementSuspension
Check for worn or loose

fasteners and shackle link
wear

Suspension
parts

 
 
 
 

 
 

DEPARTMENTS

TOWING
Trailer Hitch

Fifth Wheel

Gooseneck

Towing a Vehicle

Front Hitch

RV Hitch

ATV Hitch

HD Truck Hitch

Vehicle Wiring

Brake Controller

Ball Mounts

Weight Distribution

SPORTS AND RECREATION
Cycling

Camping

Hiking

Off-Roading

RVing

Snowsports

Watersports

Hunting

Fishing

TRAILER PARTS
Utility Trailer

Boat Trailer

Landscape Trailer

Enclosed Trailer

5th/Camper Trailer

Car Hauler

Horse Trailer

VEHICLE
Truck

SUV

Wagon

Car

Minivan

Jeep

Motorhome/RV

CONTACT & HELP

Customer Service
Contact Us
Order Tracking
About Us
Privacy Policy
All Help Info

Videos
Help Articles
Expert Answers
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Your Account Login

What our customers are
saying:

"WOW! I am impressed! I called
to place my order and real
person answered, spoke
perfect English, albeit a slight
southern accent, and my order
was sent within a day, shipped
quickly and I had it a few days
later. I saved over a hundred
dollars over local and installed
it my self. I cant imagine how
that they could do any better.
THANKS!"

Eric
Cedar Springs, MI

POPULAR VEHICLES

Subaru Forester

Ford F-350 Super Duty

Ford F-250 Super Duty

Chevrolet Silverado 1500

Jeep Wrangler Unlimited

Jeep Wrangler

Ram 3500

Toyota Highlander

Ram 2500

Chevrolet Silverado 2500

Subaru Outback Wagon

Chevrolet Silverado

Dodge Ram Pickup

GMC Sierra 2500

Ram 1500

Ford F-250 and F-350 Super
Duty

Jeep Grand Cherokee

Toyota Tacoma

GMC Sierra 3500

Toyota Tundra

Ford Escape

More >>
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ADD COMMENTQuestions and Comments about this Article

Dave C. 6/8/2021
I found the trailer maintenance schedule and adjoining videos very helpful. Firstly, as a friendly
reminder to check the trailer on a scheduled basis and secondly, the videos that explain
everything you need to know that you did not know before checking your trailer needs on an
ongoing basis. Thank you etrailer for taking the time to enlighten the un-informed. 115149

Douglas T. 6/6/2021
I have a PJ 16' dump trailer with two 8K axles with oil-�lled hubs. I smoked both the truck and
trailer brakes last year coming down a mountain with a 5 ton backhoe in the trailer, and I think I
may have damaged a bearing seal leading to loss of gear oil from one of the oil-�lled hubs. Any
pointers on replacing the seal or the entire hub+drum? Maybe I should carry a replacement
hub+drum in any case for repairs on the road. I already have spare bearing oil. 115026

Bob D. 6/4/2021
Great checklist. I have to park my 16' trailer in a 17' spot parallel to the driveway. I use the
Trailer Valet XL Dolly to wedge it in. Unfortunately to check the lights, rear view camera and such
I had to move the trailer back out to hook it to my TV. I bought a wiring harness extension (from
eTrailer) and now I can check the all the electrical functions without moving the trailer. This has
been a real time saver and allows me more time to diagnose and �x any glitches without
blocking the drive. 114944

Jim R. 6/4/2021
I have grease �ttings on each wheel. Do I need to remove the wheel to repack the grease? 114934

Jack 6/4/2021
You can copy and paste this to a word document and print it and Save it to your computer as a
word document. 114929

Charles M. 6/4/2021
My only wish is to have your list in a printable version. 114913

Charles M. 6/4/2021
Very good list. I think I need a brake adjustment since it’s never been done since new in 2018.
Not many miles but I’m a �rm believer in keeping things up to par. Thanks for the list. 114912

David J. 6/4/2021
I have a PJ 14k 22-foot Deckover trailer with electric brakes on both axles and in the last year, the
brakes don't grab very well. I hardly use the trailer so I don't think the brake linings have worn
out. It does sit outside all the time. Trying to determine if it is a wiring issue or a mechanical
issue with the brake system inside the hubs. Your thoughts? 114911

Brodave�a 1/2/2021
Great list! Is there a printable version? 105401

Richard W. 6/24/2020
I check the tire temp and hub temp on my trailers whenever I am on a trip and make a pit stop.
Usually about outside temp. 82003

Richard N. 6/8/2020
Good reminder. I just bought a 4year old GulfBreeze. 79112

Gary P. 6/6/2020
Great yearly check list! Check tongue for wear and cracks!! 78955

William L. 6/6/2020
I was following your maintenance schedule. And I found several things on my 2016 landmark
�fthwheel. I found broken bolts on my springs and worn tires. Now I'm looking to replace my
suspension. 78908

Big D. 6/6/2020
Let the good times roll...good maintenance is assurance for a great vacation and carefree trip.
My tip is when checking your axle bearings lift the RV trailer with a hydraulic jack. With the tire
lugs still on elevate it just above the ground grab the tire with both hands on each side of the
tire and shake it this will identify if the axle nut may require tightened and give you reason to
examine the bearings more thoroughly. 78862

Richard 6/6/2020
What was the blue tool used while packing the bearing? 78861

Aaron S. 6/5/2020
Thank you for this check list. I really needed this. Happy Camping. 78849

Henry W. 6/5/2020
Very Needed 78841

Larry L. 6/5/2020
Have been really happy with your service. You've come Through on parts and how to videos
when needed. In some parts, I got excellent service, when other vendors failed to come
through.Thanks 78839

Joe N. 6/5/2020
When I got my little pull behind camper they said grease the bearings every 10,000 miles not
12,000 but I guess erring on the side of caution (early maintenance) can't be bad! 78828

Jack C. 6/5/2020
Don't overlook the trailer jack and tow chains. The jack may need lubricating and the safety
chains need at "look at" as well. Great checklist. Thanks. 78822

Rob 6/5/2020
Thank you for the checklist. I caught a problem with a loose lug nut that I would have missed.
Thank you 78815

Cli� D. 6/5/2020
You left out one.... Every two years, on all wood deck trailers. "apply another seal coat, making
sure it gets into every little crack seen, as little grows into "need a new deck " 78814

Bill T. 6/5/2020
Nice reminder list. Posted to my Silver Shadow Teardrop Trailers Group on Facebook. Thank you.
78813

John S. 6/5/2020
Great checklist. We've got Nev-R-Lube axles and hubs. What's recommended for them? 78810

Dan A. 6/5/2020
Seeing that list is always a great reminder to do what I always try to accomplish. Thanks for the
list. 78808

Russell K. 6/5/2020
In the category of “Tires,” you might consider adding a comment or “checkbox” related to
checking date codes and routine replacement. Air pressure and tread depth are only two of the
major considerations with tire safety. Age and the associated e�ects of weathering from
exposure can result in dangerous situations. 78804

Noah 6/5/2020
This check list is great! Thanks for posting this, as I see many trailers on the road that shouldn't
be. 78803

Dave H. 3/28/2020
Awesome preventative Maintenance checklist .... Thank you eTrailer! 71850

REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Jon G. 6/8/2021
If your brakes were fried and the oil seal was damaged then it is de�nitely worth looking
at replacing your current hub-drum setup. I would be sure to remove any hum-drums
where the brakes got worn down and check for any damage and replace as necessary.
Replacing the seal is pretty straightforward so I guess my only advice there would be to
get one that you know will �t your hub-drum and the inner diameter matches the
diameter of your spindle. 79776
REPLY

REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Jon G. 6/4/2021
If you don't have EZ Lube spindles then yes, you will need to remove the wheel and hubs
to repack the grease. Be sure to use the same type of grease too otherwise di�erent
greases can react to each other and change to be thicker or thinner. 79761
REPLY

REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Jon G. 6/4/2021
You should be able to screenshot or print screen the list. 79755
REPLY

REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Jon G. 6/4/2021
Yes, check both. Especially if you haven't really moved the trailer in a year. Check that
your brakes are adjusted properly (there should be a slight drag when freely spinning
them) and check your wiring to make sure that nothing is damaged and that your
grounds are all securely connected to a clean, bare-metal surface. 79754
REPLY

Reply from John 6/5/2021
@DavidJ I found that the lining on my trailer brakes had separated and were lying on
the bottom of the drums after only a few hundred miles the manufacture says yea it
happens form time to time, we don’t have many choices when it come to trailer brakes.
Yearly check or after a long haul from now on. 79764
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Jon G. 1/6/2021
We do not have this available in a printable form but you should be able to take a
screenshot (or Print Screen) of the list so you can print it o� for personal use. 76247
REPLY

Reply from Brodave�a 1/15/2021
@JonG decent idea thanks 76429
REPLY

Reply from Pjs 6/4/2021
@Brodave�a You can copy the table o� web page into an EXCEL �le and modify and
print as needed 79751
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/29/2020
That's a great way to be pro-active. Heat buildup is a pretty clear sign that something is
going on. 67372
REPLY

Reply from Mark M. 6/4/2021
@ChrisR What is best to use to check hub & tire temp ? Do you sell it ? 79749
REPLY

Reply from Jon G. 6/4/2021
@MarkM Here is a link to our selection of infrared thermometers that you can check
out. One of these would be the best thing to use to check those temps. 79753

Helpful Links
dept-pg-tools-pt-engine_thermometer.aspx

REPLY

Reply from Michael S. 6/4/2021
@RichardW I use a TPMS system that constantly monitors the temperature and
pressure. It’s just a valve stem cap and is very easy to program. 79763
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
Congrats on the new trailer! 63924
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
Absolutely. 63923
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
Are you looking to replace everything - including the actual leaf springs? If you can let
me know their eye-to-eye length and axle capacity I will be happy to make some speci�c
recommendations. I've also linked our suspension parts below. 63922

Helpful Links
trailer-suspension

REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
Thanks for the tip! 63921
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
I believe they're using the Powerbuilt Bearing Packer # ALL647646 . 63920
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
No problem! 63919
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
I'm glad we could help! 63918
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
Thanks so much for the extremely kind words. 63917
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
I de�nitely agree with that. We think 12,000 miles (or a year) is a pretty safe bet but it
absolutely doesn't hurt to check sooner than that. 63916
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
Great points. Any moving parts like that should de�nitely checked periodically. 63915
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
That's really great to hear. Good job being thorough! 63914
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
Ahh good point. I will see if we can have wood deck maintenance added to the list. 63913
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
Perfect! Thanks so much for the kind words. 63912
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
The Nev-R-Lube bearings are completely sealed and actually don't require any
lubrication or maintenance. They don't have a speci�c lifespan, but typically they outlast
the life of the trailer. 63911
REPLY

REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
That's a really good point. I will see if we can add something like this. 63910
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 6/9/2020
I'm glad we could help! 63909
REPLY

REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 3/30/2020
I'm really glad you found it helpful. Just let us know if any questions come up! 58847
REPLY

Reply from Christopher 5/28/2020
@ChrisR Agree with Dave. This is fantastic. 63144
REPLY

Reply from Chris R. 5/28/2020
@Christopher Right on! 63145
REPLY
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